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THE YEAR'S BENEVOLENCES 


.. in the U.S. Church 


1954 1953 (9 months) 
Annuities and Relief $ 519,915 117%* $ 433,432 
Christian Education - 397 333 80.5 291,136 


Church Extension __ - és 2 913,224 74,42 698,676 


General Fund ___ ~~~ = cee. 476,567 66.5 348,533 
Interchurch Agencies - 17,296 78.6 13,269 
EE, Cee Coen 2,733,728 95.09 1,738,155 


*Percentage figures show the proportionate amount of the approved budgets received. 


A 5% equalization fund in each agency will be 
used to increase the sum received by those with the lower percentages. 


.. in the USA Church 


1954 Increase over 1953 
Board of National Missions —~ _~ $ 4,987,694 $ 333,989 
Board of Foreign Missions __.-----..----~- = “eee 331,471 
Board of Christian Education____-_ __~ ‘ 2,229,346 277 ,220 
Board of Pensions * Be 483,913 no change 
Theological Education cee: a 495,122 52,086 
Stewardship & Promotion____-- - _- 498,120 187,079 
Radio & Television _ 121,171 64,429 
Central Receiving Agency 81,706 5,657 
Synod Executive Field Service 157,393 13,923 
Miscellaneous General Council Expenditure 19,024 1,302 
National Council Presbyterian Men 22,500 no change 
Presbyterian Life 210,110 5,904 
American Bible Society 74,281 (3,189) 
National Council of Churches__-_ ~~~ - . 58,902 5,000 
World Council of Churches 47,019 3,000 


$13,664,396 $1,297,871 











Letters to the Editors 





Elder Is Unhappy Over Presbytery Action 





“Stop the Money and See. . ” 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


I have read your editorial of January 
24. It is with sincere regret to me you 
think we should turn everything over to 
the young preachers of our present day, 
as they know our needs better than older 
preachers, elders and the laity of our 
church. In other words we should take 
a back seat and let them do the driving. 
I wonder just where they would lead us. 

I would like to ask you this question: 

Are the young preachers of today fur- 
nishing the money with which to build 
the beautiful churches of today, together 
with the young people of the church, or 
are the older members, usually the elders 
and older people of the church furnishing 
the money? Your idea is for us to build 
the churches and keep those already 
established going by supplying the funds, 
and the young preachers and the young 
people take over and run everything. You 
might think, why bring up money mat- 
ters? Stop the money and see how long 
the young preachers will preach. If you 
think the ministers should run everything 
you are wrong. 

I have known some ministers in my 
life time who were not capable of running 
their own financial affairs. They were 
making more salary than I was and I had 
to go in my pockets to help pay his bills 
to keep them in good standing. 

Until we are able to have more young 
preachers .. . to preach the fundamentals 
of the gospel rather than so much social 
gospel we hear these days, our church may 
build up in numbers, because there are 
more people, but the younger people are 
not growing too rapidly, spiritually. 

I was not a delegate to Albemarle Pres- 
bytery when it met in Washington, N. C., 
Jan. 18 and 19; the reason, I was against 
union. However, I went as an observer. 
If I had not been a member of the church 
56 years my confusion would have over- 
come me. 

Those YOUNG preachers, in their argu- 
ments, would take the same scripture and 
place an entirely new interpretation on it. 

Our churches in the western part of 
the State, majority voted against it in 
first day. Albemarle held over until next 
day, Wednesday, unfortunately it snowed 
Tuesday night and many of the delegates 
went home and were not able to return. 
Result, the few that stayed over voted 
down a motion to have an adjourned meet- 
ing to come together when all could be 
present. Of course, they had a quorum, 
but on a matter as vital as this one, 
should not have been voted on. 

The United States Supreme Court would 
not and will not make a decision on the 
question of desegregation because of 
there being only ONE chair vacant. In 
the realm of our church this question was 
as great, embracing all Presbyterians. 

I am reliably informed had the meeting 
been postponed the non-union members 
would have carried by good majority.* 


*Those favoring union state that they 
offered to delay the vote until a later time 
but those opposed to union declined their 
offer. Albemarle Presbytery had unlimited 
debate on the subject and some men who 
spoke against union the first day came to 
vote for it the second.—Ed. 


A young man addressed presbytery who 
stated he joined the Northern church in 
youth and had lived in Michigan, Wiscon- 
sin, Mississippi and lastly North Caro- 
lina. When he joined, a class of eight 
came into the church. The minister ask- 
ed them what they must do to be saved. 
One in the class answered; the others 
didn't know. The minister asked him if 
he wanted to join. He said no, but as 
the others did he went along. There was 
not another question asked any time. 
None of the questions used in our church 
as to belief was asked. 

Until the Northern church is willing 
to more nearly conform to our Book of 
Church Order, which is fundamental to 
me, and willing to let us have absolute 
control over our property, I shall ever be 
against unity. The way your young 
preachers swallow all the Northern 
church order makes very little difference 
as to your belief. 

Morats: I do not smoke, chew or drink 
and have never found where profanity 
ever enriched the conversation or English 
language in any way. My position here— 
37 years. 

B. B. PLyYLer. 
Wilson, N. C. 


Bonnell Explanation 
To Tut OUTLOOK: 

It has come to my attention that an 
article, which appeared under my signa- 
ture in Look Magazine on March 23, 1954, 
has troubled some people. Actually this 
article was an abbreviation of the manu- 
script I sent to the magazine. Approxi- 
mately twenty per cent of the material 
was deleted by Look and the sequence of 
some sentences was altered. 

As soon as the printed article appeared, 
the Session of the Fifth Avenue Presby- 
terian Church, with the permission of 
Look Magazine, ordered the printing of 
10,000 copies of the original unabbreviated 
article and authorized its use for the in- 
struction of Communicant Classes (OvutT- 
LooK, May 31, 1954). Since that time more 
than a score of Sessions of Presbyterian 
Churches, North and South have been 
using this booklet for the same purpose. 
Single copies are still available without 
cost.* 

I am sending you this explanation since 
I know full well how the effectiveness of 
a minister as a preacher of the gospel of 
Christ may be hindered if his hearers 
doubt his loyalty to Christian truth. 

I have never wavered in my personal 
faith in the Holy Scriptures as the Word 
of God, the Confession of Faith and the 
Apostles’ Creed. This is the Evangelical 
gospel which for twenty years I have 
believed and preached from the pulpit of 
the Fifth Avenue Presbyterian Church and 
proclaimed over the radio networks for 
all to hear. 

JOHN SUTHERLAND BONNELL. 

*7 W. 55th St., NYC 19. 


Other Editors 


. . Congratulations to the new paper 
upon this advance move and upon the 
unprecedented opportunities before it to 
help Presbyterianism be at its best and 
this for the purpose of advancing the 
Kingdom of God. 

RayMon» L. Eptr, Editor. 
The United Presbyterian, Pittsburgh. 


Congratulations on the merger of THe 
OvTLooK and The Tribune. Surely this is 
a part of the wave of the future union of 
these two great churches breaking into 
the present moment. Writing from inside 
the Methodist unification accomplished in 
1939, I can say and mean it, “Come on in, 
the water’s fine.” 

J. CLauvE Evans, Editor. 
S. C. Methodist Advocate, Columbia. 
... delighted. 





JoHN McNaps, Editor. 
The Presbyterian Record, 
Toronto, Canada. 

I note with gladness that the kindred 
life and spirit of The Presbyterian Trib- 
une and that of THE PRESBYTERIAN Ovut- 
LOOK are to be merged into one living 
stream. May that stream run broad and 
clear as the years pass! 

One reason I delight in this is that the 
new publication will include some of the 
life and spirit of our own Cumberland 
Presbyterian tradition. As you perhaps 
know, The Presbyterian Tribune was a 
continuation of The Presbyterian Advance, 
and The Advance was a continuation of 
The Cumberland Presbyterian, resulting 
with the merger of part of the Cumberland 
group with the USA group in 1906. 

So the new Presbyterian OUTILOOK has 
a rich mixture of traditions to perpetuate 
and I am confident that it will bear this 
responsibility with distinction and cour- 
am6.... 

C. Ray Dossins, Editor. 
The Cumberland Presbyterian, 
Memphis, Tenn. 

... best wishes for a happy marriage 

and a large family of journalistic ideas. 
F. Ernest JoHNSON, Editor. 
Social Action, New York. 





.. . May your merger be a successful 
one and may the work which your paper 
does help bring greater unity to the Prot- 
estant church as a whole... . 

P. L. CompPrTon. 
The Anglican Outlook, Montreal, Canada. 





I am very glad to hear that The Tribune 
and THE OvUTLooK, which have had distin- 
guished records in serving the people of 
your church, are being merged... . 

T. Orro Natt, Editor. 
Christian Advocate, Chicago. 





... It is good to see the church press 
taking ecumenical leadership in this man- 
ner and I am sure that this journalistic 
venture will be an inspiration to those 
concerned with bringing the respective 
branches of the Presbyterian Church to- 
gether. 

ELsirt THOMAS CULVER. 
World Council of Churches, New York. 





. I wish you God’s blessing in this 
new combined undertaking. 
MARCEL PRADERVAND. 
Alliance of the Reformed Churches, 
Geneva, Switzerland. 





... The increased scope and broadened 
opportunity of service to the Presbyterians 
in this country which you will now have 
will give you a greater chance to strength- 
en the church and inform its members 
for increased efficiency in their work for 
Christ’s Kingdom... . 

BLuForD B. HEsTIR, 

Director of Publicity. 
Presbyterian, U. S., General Council, 
Atlanta. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK. Second-class mail privileges authorized at Richmond, Va. Published weekly on Monday by Outlook 
Publishers, Inc., 1 North Sixth Street, Richmond 19, Virginia, except first week, January, and fourth week, August. Telephone 2-9492: 


night, 4-5554. 15¢ a copy. $5.00 a year. 


Foreign postage $1 extra. 
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Vote Now Favors 
Union by 36-35 


One month after the date on which 
Presbyterian General Assemblies had 
asked the presbyteries to begin voting 
YES or NO on the Categorical Question 
ubout reuniting the three major Presby- 
terian bodies in America, the affirmative 
vote in the U.S. (Southern) church moved 
ahead of the negative. The delay was 
caused by the early vote of 11 presbyteries 
registered last fall. 

Nevertheless, with 35 presbyteries vot- 
ing NO, 13 more than the needed 22 had 
been secured by mid-January to make 
it sure that the present movement would 
not bring reunion on the proposed sched- 
ule. 

The favorable vote of 36 presbyteries 
was brought about with these records: 

Kanawha 43-36 

Upper Missouri 31-0 

Westminster (Fla.) 49-29 

The new negative was made by Atlanta 
Presbytery, 107-62. 

The first, and so far the only, USA 
presbytery to vote against union is the 
Presbytery of Alton, Ill. Those favor- 
ing union now number 136 out of the 
total of 257. 

United Presbyterians continue to en- 
dorse the proposal 161-70 (where the 
gross vote is counted), representing an 
expression of 5-1 by the presbyteries. 
Many U. P. presbyteries will not vote 
until spring. 





SAN FRANCISCO RALLY—WMore than 5,000 
California Presbyterians came out to hear 
Ralph Waldo Lloyd (left), Presbyterian USA 
Moderator, and Albert H. Baldinger, former 
United Presbyterian Moderator, at a recent 
tally. They exchanged gavels as a symbol 
of the desire of the two churches for union. 
RNS Photo. 


Nashville Majority Is 
Upheld by Presbytery 


Following months of discussion, with 
extensive publicity in the local papers, 
the First church, Nashville, Tenn., is 
now proceeding with its plans to move 
from its 150-year-old downtown location 
to a suburban location where a church 
to cost more than a million dollars is to 
be built. 

The 2-1 vote by the congregation was 
appealed to the Presbytery of Nashville 
but the presbytery sustained the majority 
unanimously. 

The presbytery asked its survey com- 
mittee to study the need of a downtown 
Presbyterian church in the city and to 
see if such a church can be established 
and maintained. 

Meanwhile, First church spokesmen 
told of the possibility of retaining enough 
space at the present location for a chapel 
and committee rooms, making possible a 
suburban church with a downtown 
branch. 

Advocates of staying at the present 
location followed their appeal to the pres- 
bytery with talk of carrying the appeal 
to a higher court. They also announced 
that 257 members of the congregation 
formed “an encouraging nucleus” for a 
continuing downtown congregation. 


Sessions Urged to Help 
With Housing Survey 


All the kirk Sessions of Glasgow, 
Scotland, are being asked to arrange for 
a survey of slum property in the city. 

This follows an interest in. the problem 
of housing expressed by Glasgow T’res- 
bytery for some time, following the Hous- 
ing (Repairs and Rents) Act of 1954. 

The survey, it is suggested, should be 
carried out by competent members of con- 
gregations who will, during the nvxt eight 
months, prepare a complete report on the 
number of houses in their respective areas 
which are considered “unfit for human 
habitation.” Eventually the repert is to 
be submitted to the Secretary of Stats for 
Scotland. 

The project was initiated by the Con- 
vener of Glasgow Presbytery Housing 
Committee, who pointed out that such a 
survey will provide the church with the 
greatest cpportunity yet offered to dem- 
onstrate its concern for the thousands of 
people who are forced to live in deplor- 
able conditions which deny fulne s of 
life. Decent housing, he said, is a Chris- 
tian obligation and the general purpose 
of the suggested letters to kirk Sessions 
is to persuade them to have a part in 
showing responsibility for the welfare 
of the people in their parishes. 


North American Presbyterians 
Plan Meeting in Ottawa 


“The Reformed Churches in the Ecu- 
menical Movement” will be the theme of 
the North American Area Council of the 
World Presbyterian Alliance at Ottawa, 
Canada, Feb. 15-17. Eighty delegates 
representing seven Presbyterian and Re- 
formed communions of the United States 
and Canada, with a constituency of ap- 
proximately 4,500,000 will attend. 

Following the lines laid down at the 
17th General Council of the Alliance at 
Princeton Theological Seminary, Prince- 
ton, N. J., last summer, the area council 
will lift the emphasis that a confessional 
alliance such as the World Presbyterian 
Alliance must provide opportunity and 
means for ecumenical progress of the 
Christian Church. 


Reasons for Alliance 

Three reasons for building up of a 
strong and active Presbyterian and Re- 
formed confessional agency will be un- 
derscored: (1) The need for bearing 


witness to the basic doctrinal position 
of the Reformed churches; (2) the need 
for emphasizing fundamentals of Presby- 
terian polity; and (3) the need for ren- 
dering certain practical services to 
members of the Presbyterian-Reformed 
family. 

John Alexander Mackay, of Princeton, 
N. J., president of the Alliance, will de- 
liver an address on the council theme 
at a dinner in Chalmers United Church. 
Ralph Waldo Lloyd, of Maryville, Tenn., 
American secretary of the Alliance and 
executive secretary of the North Ameri- 
can Area, will speak at a luncheon in 
Hotel Chateau Laurier. On this occa- 
sion, R. Douglas Stuart, U. S. ambassa- 
dor to Canada, and Presbyterian members 
of the Canadian Parliament, will be hon- 
ored guests. 

Members of the council will be received 
by the Hon. Vincent Massey, Governor 
General of Canada, at a tea in Govern- 
ment House, Tuesday afternoon. A serv- 








ice of Holy Communion will be con- 
ducted by John H. Gardner, Jr., of Bal-, 
timore, chairman of North American 
Area, at the closing session Thursday 
morning in Old St. Andrew’s Presbyte- 
rian Church. Other outstanding events 
include addresses by leaders of the con- 
stituent communions, with topics and 
speakers as follows: James E. Wagner, 
of Philadelphia, president of the General 
Synod of the Evangelical and Reformed 
Church, “The Second Assembly of the 
World Council of Churches”; G. Camp- 
bell Wadsworth, of Montreal, vice-presi- 
dent of the Alliance, “The 17th General 
Council of the World Presbyterian AI- 
liance’”’; Eugene Carson Blake, of Phila- 
delphia, Stated Clerk of the Presbytery 
USA General Assembly. “Making the 
Alliance Effective in its Churches”; and 
Edward L. R. Elson, pastor of National 
Presbyterian Church, Washington, “Re- 
newal of Spiritual Foundations in the 
United States.” 

The invitation to Ottawa came jointly 


from the United Church and the Presby- 
terian Church of Canada. Chalmers 
United Church and Saint Andrews Pres- 
byterian Church will be the host churches. 

James I. McCord, dean of Austin The- 
ological Seminary, Austin, Tex., chair- 
man of the council’s permanent commis- 
sion on Civil and Religious Liberty, is 
scheduled to present a report on recent 
developments in the sphere of civil and 
religious liberty. 


At Princeton 

The 17th General Council at Prince- 
ton adopted a new constitution and by- 
laws, realigned the areas of the Alliance, 
and established a Department of Wom- 
en’s Work. Under the new constitution, 
the name “Western Section” was dropped 
and the name “North America Area” 
adopted. Boundaries of the former 
“Western Section” were changed to in- 
clude the United States and Canada “‘and 
any other adjacent regions which might 
be agreed upon in the future.” (Jamaica 


ANY QUESTIONS? 


Answering questions here, from a recorded radio-telephone panel, are 

Holmes Rolston, editor-in-chief of Presbyterian, U. S., Christian edu- 

cation materials; and James E. Bear, of the faculty of Union Seminary 
in Virginia. 


PRAYER FOR A JOB 
A questioner says he has been pray- 
ing for a job for a year and he has not 
gotten one. What would you say about 
this phase of unanswered prayer? 


Rotston: I can make the simple 
statement that Jesus never has promised 
that every request of ours will be an- 
swered. He has said that the things we 
ask for that are in harmony with the will 
of Ged will be granted and we cannot 
be perfectly sure what the discipline of 
God is for us. There is no definite prom- 
ise that this kind of prayer will always 
receive the kind of answer the person 
wants. 


FOOTWASHING & HOLY KISS 
Why don’t the churches observe the 
custom of footwashing along with the 
Holy Kiss as they do the celebration of 
Holy Communion? (John 13:1-12) 
Bear: The question seems to take 
for granted that there is in the church, or 
should be, «a custom of footwashing and 
a custom of giving a holy kiss. I suppose 
that the custom of footwashing referred 
to would be one that might be undertaken 
in imitation of Christ at the Last Supper 
as related in the 13th chapter of John 
where, when they came into the Upper 
Room, none of the disciples were ready 
to wash the others’ feet. He laid aside 
his garments and washed them, then in 
John 13:14 he said, “If I then, your 
Lord and teacher, have washed your feet, 
ve ought also to wash one another’s feet.” 
The holy kiss spoken of is probably the 


4 


one referred to in passages like Romans 
16:16 where Paul tells the people in the 
church to salute one another with a holy 
kiss. The question suggests that these 
customs of footwashing and giving the 
holy kiss should be on a par with the 
celebration of the Holy Communion. In 
other words, they should be like sacra- 
ments of the church. This much might 
be said. These two things never have 
been considered sacraments in the church. 
The Protestants have two sacraments, the 
Lord’s Supper and baptism. The Catho- 
lics have added five others, but they do 
not include footwashing and the holy 
kiss. Church hi-tory tells us that foc t- 
washing was not a ceremony in the church 
until about the fourth century when the 
Pope in imitation of Christ, began the 
practice of washing the feet of some who 
were presented to him. In England, the 
sovereign, or in his stead, the Lord High 
Almoner, used to do this with ceremony 
till 1731. Some small Christian groups 
have practiced footwashings, but the ma- 
iority of the people in the church have 
never felt that this was a command of 
Christ which should be obeyed actually 
at a church ceremony. The same thing 
has been true of the holy kiss. In the 
Jewish church, to show their kindly feel- 
ing and brotherhood, men did kiss men, 
and women, women, and that was fol- 
lowed in the early Christian church for 
some time, but was gradually discon- 
tinued. Evidently the Holy Spirit has 
not led Christians to consider these two 
practices to be of enduring and perma- 
nent worth. 


has been agreed upon.) A new set of 
by-laws to supersede those adopted by the 
section in 1926 will be presented to the 
council by Dr. Lloyd. 

The council will hear reports on prog- 
ress toward a proposed restoration of 
Calvin Auditorium (alternately called 
John Knox Chapel) at Geneva, Switzer- 
land. This auditorium was the scene of 
lectures and adresses by Calvin, Knox, 
and other reformers of the Presbyterian 
tradition in the 16th century. The proj- 
ect will cost $150,000, of which $75,000 
is to come from the North America 
Area. When completed the auditorium 
will serve as an International Reformed 
Memorial, where, in the side-aisles and 
chapels, the history and life of each 
church of the Reformed family will be 
exhibited. Also it is proposed that the 
building house the permanent offices of 
the alliance. 


Women’s Department 


A report on women’s activities will be 
given by Miss Margaret Webster, of 
Toronto, who was elected correspondent 
for the North America Area of the 
Women’s Department of the Alliance at 
the Princeton meeting., 

Member communions of the area in- 
clude: Presbyterian Churches, USA and 
U.S., Evangelical and Reformed Church, 
United Presbyterian Church, Reformed 
Church in America, Associated Reformed 
Presbyterian Church, and Free Magyar 
Reformed Church. 

In its interpretation of the role of the 
Presbyterian-Reformed churches in the 
ecumenical movement, the Princeton 
meeting, threugh its study section on this 
subject, recalled the statement of John 
Calvin, theologian of the Reformed 
churches, “We are under obligation to 
cultivate the communion of the universal 
invisible church. As there is but one 
Head of the faithful so they ought all 
to be united in one body, thus there are 
not several churches, but only one, which 
is extended throughout all the world.” 

The Alliance deplored the tendency 
toward “dissidence and fragmentation” 
which, it said, “has unhappily develeped 
not only in the Reformed churches but in 
other evangelical churches as well. Es- 
pecially today there is a kind of ecu- 
menical sectarianism which gravely dis- 
turbs the peace and unity of the com- 
munity of believers.” Elsewhere the 
alliance affirmed: 

“We do not consider the Presbyterian 
order as the one indispensable govern- 
mental structure of the church, neither 
can we regard any particular existing 
form of episcopacy or other form of church 
order, as a fundamental condition of the 
restoration of the unity of the church. 

“In the light of our commitment to the 
ecumenical cause, we recognize that any 
distinctively Reformed or Presbyterian 
agency, such as our World Alliances. is 
only an instrument in the service of more 
ultimate purposes.” 
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@ Before you speak of “foreign” missions or ‘‘native’’ churches, 
or even of “giving countries” and ‘‘younger churches,”’ it may be well to think. 


CHOICE IN WORDS THAT TRAVEL 


N AMERICA, adults who cannot read 

hesitate to come to schools for “‘illi- 
terates”; but they eagerly respond to 
classes in “Fundamental Education.” 

Here on the local level we see how 
a perfectly good word may be resented. 
Even more, in this day of global com- 
munication, have we found that there are 
words that unexpectedly hurt. Awakened 
and self-conscious nationalism has made 
the peoples of Asia and Africa sensitive 
to the continued application to them of 
any word or expression which seems to 
them to indicate inferiority. 

Some of these expressions, since first 
used, have suffered actual deterioration 
in popular usage, and therefore should 
no longer be thoughtlessly used where 
they give offense. However even when 
we think that sensitivity over any par- 
ticular word is not justified, we should 
recognize that, nevertheless, the hurt feel- 
ing is a matter of actual experience on 
the part of certain peoples, and we should 
adjust our diction to this factual situa- 
tion. We may well paraphrase St. Paul 
and, in his spirit, say that if any word 
or phrase offends our brother in Christ 
we shall not use such words while the 
world stands. 


Warlike Metaphors 


In a world Christian conference in 
1952 a distinguished missionary bishop 
wished to emphasize the need for the 
recovery of missionary initiative. He de- 
clared that the church’s work abroad “‘has 
bogged down in trench warfare,” that it 
has “no striking force, no means of mass 
maneuver.” Reporting on this discus- 
sion, the secretary of one of the oldest 
missionary societies expressed deep anx- 
iety over "the realization of how im- 
mobile the churches in every county were, 
how deeply dug in to defensive positions, 
how little prepared for the mobile war- 
fare of today.” We have Biblical prece- 
dents for the use of fighting language— 
“war a good warfare,” “fight the good 
fight,” “endure as a good soldier.” With 
fellow-Christians we sing, “Onward 
Christian soldiers marching as to war,” 
and “The Son of God goes forth to war.” 

It may seem absurd to quibble over 
the occasional use of such vivid military 
metaphors. In their context we under- 
DR. FLEMING, a Presbyterian, USA, minis- 
ter, was a member of the faculty of Union 
Seminary, New York, from 1918 to 1945 
when he retired. He spent more than a 
decade as a teacher in India, where he was 
professor of physics and director of Forman 
Christian College at Lahore 1904-1913. He 
is the author of many books, most of them 


on themes dealing with the world mission of 
the church. 
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stand the language and are stimulated 
by it. However, words travel. Denom- 
inational periodicals may be read in dis- 
tant missionary homes by nationals. 
Local papers, antagonistic to Christiani- 
ty, may hold up this fighting language 
before their readers, and the impression 
thus made on non-Christians may be most 
unfortunate. Let us look at a succession 
of quotations found in missionary litera- 
ture. 

Suppose you are an intelligent, edu- 
cated, devout non-Christian, and you 
note that the Christian approach to your 
people is stated in terms of the need for 
a “united front” against “the strongholds 
of the adversary.” Suppose you read 
that “the Christian Church must throw in 
its forces where the enemy is weakest,” 
that “Africa is not the place where our 
best troops are found.” Suppose that, 
again as a non-Christian, you read that 
the “new strategy” in Christian missions 
states that “the church should not be 
caught busily fortifying the old trench 
lines when the battle is about to be fought 
somewhere else”; that “the church must 
besiege and attack, not be on the defen- 
sive.”’ 

One who used the expression ‘“‘com- 
mando raids” to indicate a new type of 
activity in the proposed Christian mobile 
warfare certainly selected a forceful and 
vivid metaphor. But we need to remem- 
ber that English-speaking Asians know 
what the connotation of this expression 
is, i.e., that commando raids are meant 
to land on an alien coast, make the 
greatest possible confusion and destruc- 
tion, and get back with their forces in- 
tact. Must we run such risks of offense 
to our non-Christian brethren in order 
to stir ourselves to fresh zeal in discover- 
ing new patterns of missionary expres- 
sion? To them such words as we have 
quoted must seem to be sadly inconsistent 
with a message of the love and grace of 
God. 

In addition to the possibly harmful 
effect on non-Christians of our use of 
metaphors from warfare, we should con- 
sider another possible effect. What re- 
sult, unconscious to be sure, may the 
frequent impact of such metaphors have 
on the home church and on missionaries 
in training? They read that “we are 
losing the battle in Africa.” They are 
told to value the prayers of “the army on 
the home front,” and that “this is a war 
in which all are engaged.” As we have 
said, the use of such phrases once in 
awhile is understandable and no harm 


may be done. But, when a missionary 
periodical too often speaks of our work 
abroad in terms of fighting and war in- 
stead of eagerness for constructive serv- 
ice and witness to the compassion and 
grace of God, a mind-set alien to the 
spirit of Christ unconsciously is instilled. 
We don’t want young missionaries to 
begin their careers abroad with such ex- 
pressions as “missionary ammunition,” or 
“conquest” of non-Christians ringing in 
their ears. Far better that they should 
find themselves saying: “That which 
we have seen and heard we proclaim unto 
you, so that you may have fellowship 
with us; and our fellowship is with the 
Father and with his Son Jesus Christ.” 
Let us be through with defining missions 
in martial terms as attacking an enemy. 


Heathen and Pagan 


The word “heathen” has to be used 
with caution. We have long known that 
this word can not be correctly applied to 
Jews, Moslems, and Christians, but only 
to those who do not acknowledge the God 
of the Bible. However, non-Christians 
studying English know that the diction- 
aries say that “heathen” means, also, one 
whose culture or enlightenment is of an 
inferior grade; or any irreligious, rude, 
barbarous or unthinking person, especial- 
ly an uncultured or uncivilized person. 
A non-Christian visiting in a missionary 
home and reading by chance an article 
using this word will be needlessly cha- 
grined. Hence, since we have begun 
to consider what our words may indicate 
to persons on the opposite side of the 
globe, this word has largely been dropped 
from the pages of modern missionary 
literature. 

Similarly, “pagan” cannot be used so 
freely now that there is so much inter- 
communication between East and West. 
Like “heathen” it originally meant mere- 
ly those who lived in villages, i.e., on the 
“heath.” For, when Christianity was 
introduced into Germany it first gained 
a foothold in the cities, and the rude, 
rural people (i.e., pagans or heathen) 
were those who longest resisted the truth. 
But any Asian using an English diction- 
ary knows that “pagan” means, also, an 
ungodly or irreligious person. 

For over eighty years the charter of 
one of our largest missionary societies 
stated that its purpose was to conduct 
Christian missions “in pagan nations.” 
In 1943 this society asked the legislature 
of the State of New York to permit a 
change of phrase from “in pagan na- 
tions” to “outside the continental areas 
of the United States.” The reason given 








was that the word, pagui, was not only 
no longer an adequate description of some 
of the countries in which the society was 
at work, but was, also, a description ac- 
tually offensive to them. 


Mistaken Centers of Gravity 

We can almost smile now at the terms 
“Far East” and “Near East.” Far from 
what; and near to what? Why, Europe, 
of course. The terms became current 
when the world’s center of gravity was 
assumed to be in that area. It is a ques- 
tion whether these terms should continue 
in geographical nomenclature, for China 
is not “far” from Japan; nor is Turkey 
‘near’ to South America. It was just 
this revised thinking that led the one- 
time Far East Committee of the Division 
of Foreign Missions to change its name 
to “East Asia Committee.” When we 
put ourselves in the place of Christians in 
Asia and Africa we become aware of the 
infelicity of designating them as “in the 
field,” or saying that a certain missionary 
is returning “to the field.” Instead of 
churches ‘‘on the field” there are those 
who prefer to speak of churches “in In- 
dia,” or “in Africa.” 

There are other ways in which we 
betray that we naively assume that we are 
at the center. After a distinguished 
Christian Mexican had made a note- 
worthy speech, an American leader was 
heard to say, “He is evidence of the fine 
leadership we have in South America.” 
We catch ourselves using possessive 
terms, “our Christians,” ‘our work.” 
Politically we voice the fear that we may 
“lose Asia,” which nationalists resent 
because they feel that we have not had 
Asia to lose. 


“Christendom” 


In our modern world one hesitates to 
use the word, “Christendom.” It used to 
apply to Europe as a portion of the world 
in which Christianity prevailed, and 
where the cultural pattern and standards 
of conduct were moulded by the Chris- 
tian ethic. This was in contrast with 
areas in which non-Christian religions 
were paramount. But with the increase 
of secularism in Western civilization we 
of the West recognize that we are part of 
the non-Christian world, and hesitate to 
lay claim to the high name, “Christen- 
dom.” 

However, since Christianity has made 
itself at home, at least potentially, in all 
parts of the world, perhaps the word 
could drop its geographical connotation. 
It could then designate the influence of 
the church as actually found in every 
land, as distinguished from all that is 
un-Christian of any kind in any land. 
The word would thus emphasize the un- 
seen worldwide frontier that exists be- 
tween persons and institutions which are 
loyal to the spirit of Jesus Christ and 
those which are non-Christian or anti- 
Christian. 


L.) 


“Native” 

While the word “native” is a perfectly 
good word, and we do not hesitate to sing 
of “our own, our native land,” the word 
has taken on, for many, a derogatory con- 
notation. And where the people of a 
country resent being called “natives” it 
behooves us to regard this sensitivity to 
what is regarded as a kind of insult. 

When a recent author wished to retain 
the word “native” for the people of 
Africa, he felt it wise to insert in the 
preface of his books: “To them I would 
say that I think of them as natives of 
Africa in no other sense than that in 
which I think of English people as 
natives of England.’’ However, when a 
word is known to be salt in an open 
wound, there is certainly opportunity for 
the application of the Golden Rule. 


“Foreign” 

‘Foreign missionary’ must no longer 
mean one sent exclusively from the so- 
called Christian West to the non-Chris- 
tian world. More and more there are 
churches in Asia which are sending pas- 
tors and teachers to other language areas 
or countries for service. If we use the 
expression in international discussion it 
should be under:tood to include the mis- 
sionary outreach of any church in any 
land beyond its own national frontiers. 

There is a tendency to avoid the word 
“foreign” in another connection. It is 
true that some peoples may be remote and 
diverse, but “foreign”? does not seem to 
convey the quality of our knowledge and 
sympathy with them. Moreover, with 
the increased sense of oneness in an 
ecumenical church there has been a still 
greater restlessness over using the word. 
If we are fellow-brethren in Christ, why 
should we think of Christians of other 
lands as outsiders, aliens, strangers, i.e., 
as foreigners? This way of thinking 
led one of our largest mission boards 
seriously to consider changing its name 
so that it would not be called the “Foreign 
Board.”* Many phrases have been used 
in an effort to avoid this questionable 
word: World Service, The Church’s 
Work Abroad, World Mission of the 
Church, Overseas Mission, Church Ex- 
tension Abroad. 


Receiving Countries and Younger 

Churches 

There are terms that are more and 
more becoming obsolete. The distinc- 
tion between “sending” and “receiving” 
countries is passing, for, as mentioned 
above, it is no longer just Europe and 
America which send their religious rep- 
resentatives beyond their national boun- 
daries. Many of the churches in Asia 
are recruiting and commissioning mis- 
sionaries. Apart from this new situation, 





*Several years ago the Presbyterian, 
U. S., Committee of Foreign Missions be- 
came the Board of World Missions.—Edi- 
tors. 


some Asians feel that there is somewhat 
of a stigma in the expression “receiving 
country,” implying a false indebtedness 
to those who “send.” Also, there is a 
desire on the part of the West to avoid 
any implication that a “sending coun- 
try” has so much Christianity that it is 
able graciously to export it. 

Similarly, while it is hard to get along 
with the expression “younger” and “older 
churches,” history warns us against call- 
ing all the churches in Asia, “younger.” 
For example, it was Pandit Jawaharlal 
Nehru who, in a debate about Goa and 
cther Portuguese possessions in India, 
correctly told his Council of States that 
Christianity “had come to India long 
before it went to Portugal or to Europe.” 
Besides, some of the so-called younger 
churches, even though small, have become 
mature in responsibility, outreach, and 
understanding. ‘They do not feel that the 
term, “younger,” should be applied to 
them forever. In recent years mission- 
aries have ceased to think of themselves 
as leaders, and have come to regard these 
churches as “partners,” sharing in the 
one world mission. 

Words do travel. We have a growing 
responsibility for using discrimination 
in the use of words that cross cultural 
boundaries. Such words should scru- 
pulously conform to the spirit of Chris- 
tianity and to the sensitivities of our fel- 
lows on this planet. 


HERE’S A NEW MISSOURI 
SYNOD CHARACTERISTIC! 


Called ““Too Much 
Inclined Toward Union” 


MILWAUKEE, Wis. (RNS)—The as-o- 
ciate pastor of Zion Lutheran church here 
has resigned after trying unsuccessfully to 
lead the congregation out of the Lutheran 
Church-Missouri Synod, which he 
charged had “faltered” on the Word of 
God. 

Ottomar W. Shaefer, 36, said that his 
action resulted from the controversy in the 
Lutheran Synodical Conference over Wis- 
consin Synod charges of “unionism” on 
the part of the Missouri Synod. 

His resignation was accepted unani- 
mously but “with regret” by the congre- 
gation. 

The Wisconsin Synod has objected to 
the Missouri Synod’s acceptance of the 
Common Confession, a joint statement 
of doctrine with the American Lutheran 
Church. It also objects to the Boy Scouts 
and the military chaplaincy, in which the 
Missouri Synod participates, and to joint 
prayer with others, permitted by the Mis- 
souri Synod in some cases. 

“T believe that the Missouri Synod has 
faltered in its firm stand on the word of 
God and by the development of a liberal 
tendency has become unionistic,” Pastor 
Schaefer said. 
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NEW ZEALANDER’S VIEW 


THE CHURCH IN AMERICA 


INCE returning to New Zealand 

from Evanston, Princeton, and three 
months touring in your vast country | 
have felt I would like to express my per- 
sonal appreciation of all your church 
people in the States did to make a stran- 
ger in a strange land feel very much at 
home. What I am expressing personally 
can be echoed by all our New Zealand 
Presbyterian delegation. 

Preaching engagements had been ar- 
ranged for me by the kind favor of Miss 
Eleanor Kent Browne of the New York 
office of the World Council of Churches 
and this was not only a tremendous help 
financially, but more, it gave me the op- 
portunity of meeting many people it was 
a real privilege to meet. I have made 
many friends on your side of the world. 


Men and the Church 

I was most impressed with the vitality 
of the church life in your country, es- 
pecially on the men’s side. Your men 
really seem to work at their religion and 
are not ashamed to be known as Chris- 
tians and church worshippers. I took 
note of the fact that in your smaller towns 
the leading citizens were also committed 
church members and seemed to practice 
their faith on week days as well as Sun- 
days. The New Life Movement has ob- 
viously had a contributing influence in 
this deepening concern for the church’s 
life and witness in the community. 

We, in New Zealand, have heard and 
read quite a deal about your New Life 
Movement; in fact, we have in our own 
church a movement that is in many ways 
similar even to the name. Many of our 
congregations have been infused with new 
life as they have launched out into proj- 
ects of evangelism and church extension 
in new housing settlements. Parish sur- 
veys have been made and thousands of 
Presbyterians at our doors who were not 
known have now come within the scope 
of our concern. Church attendances have 
greatly increased and most congregations 
are faced with an acute shortage of space 
in which to accommodate the many more 
children enrolled in our Sunday schools. 
We have also experienced an increase in 
the number of men offering for the min- 
istry, but the demand in new parishes and 
extension work still exceeds the supply. 

I arrived back in New Zealand at the 
end of October and just in time for our 
General Assembly. I had brought with 
me from McAlister Street, San Francisco, 
a quantity of stewardship material in- 
cluding audio-visuals and these could 





MR. CREE, a New Zealand Presbyterian min- 
ister, was an Accredited Visitor at Evanston. 
He is clerk of the Presbytery of Central 
Otago. His home is in Alexandria. 
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not have arrived at a more opportune 
moment. The New Life Committee was 
seeking guidance in its plans to have the 
Assembly go forward in stewardship, in- 
cluding tithing, and your church com- 
mittee’s material was the very thing 
needful. We are extremely grateful for 
vour readiness to share with us the fruits 
of your experience and labors. 


“Widespread Ignorance” 

One thing that amazed me in your 
country was the widespread ignorance 
concerning New Zealand. Some people 
wondered how I came to speak English 
so fluently, and others had the haziest 
ideas where our little islands are. Worse, 
some thought us a part of Australia. We 
are only a small country geographically 
and I suppose it is not to be wondered 
at that bigger land masses would take 
precedence. 

Our New Zealand Presbyterian Church 
also is very small by comparison, for we 
only claim some 370 charges or parishes 
in the whole country composed of the 
North and South islands. Our commu- 
nicant membership is about 67,000, but 
it is unusual for a young person to be- 
come a communicant member before the 
age of 17. Over 3,000 people joined the 
church on profession last year and bap- 
tisms amounted to about 9,000. Our 
membership is mostly of Scottish extrac- 
tion though the term British could in- 
clude most who are not. 

The Maori people who were in New 
Zealand before the white people came 
are largely Christianized and quite a per- 
centage of them are members of our 





CREE: Your men are not 
ashamed. 


church. ‘They are autonomous in their 
church rule with a Maori Synod and a 
Maori Seminary. The General Assem- 
bly is the supreme body with them as 
for the rest of the church. We are proud 
of our Maori brethren and their ministers 
and elders sit with us in the Assembly. 
There are many things I could write 
that you might be interested in printing 
in your church paper, but I must finish. 
Again please convey my grateful 
thanks to your church for many acts of 
kindness that gave a few of us from 
“down under” a new conception of Amer- 
ican people. For myself, this impression 
was so favorable that I hope to exchange 
parishes with one of your men some 
time in the future that I may learn fur- 
ther what your church has to teach us. 
Yours very sincerely, 
(Signed) KerrH CREE 





Lost, 1 Plane; 


George Glass, missionary pilot and 
perennial bachelor of the Central 
Brazil Mission of the Presbyterian 
Church, USA, in one week’s time lost 
a plane and gained a wife. 

Late in December, one of the five 
“Gospel Herald” planes owned by the 
Presbyterian Mission was stolen in 
Rio de Janiero by an unknown thief. 
Mr. Glass was so upset over the loss 
of his beloved Stinson that he was on 
the verge of postponing his wedding, 
set for early January. His colleagues 
and match-making friends, who had 
been scheming to bring about this wed- 
ding ever since the Brazil Mission air- 
arm began in 1947, rushed to the res- 





Gained, | Wife 


cue. Official and unofficial effort- 
saved the wedding date but the plane 
was beyond salvage. It was dragged 
from the bottom of Rio Bay, a mass of 
twisted metal and torn fabric. 


The wedding took place according 
to schedule January 5 in Conquista, a 
town in the interior of Bahia State. 
It was a living representation of the 
ecumenical church. It took place in 
a Baptist Church, the officiating min- 
ister had been ordained in the Con- 
gregational Church, the groom was a 
Presbyterian, USA, missionary-pilot, 
and the bride was Miss Helena Figu- 
eira, a member of the Brazilian Pres- 
byterian Church. 
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“Peace, Peace... 


Would a similar poll in most congrega- 
tions produce like results? 

The congregation of the Euclid Avenue 
Methodist Church, Oak Park, IIl., has 
indicated its sermon-preferences. For the 
most part, the people want nice, peaceful, 
undisturbing sermons. In the first spot 
they put their desire for sermons on keep- 
ing serene. 

Next in order they listed: 

What a Protestant Believes 

Meeting and Mastering Defeat 

How to Be a Christian in the 
Business World 

How to Read the Bible 

Utilizing Your Hidden Resources 

How to Learn to Pray 

How to Overcome Worry 

What Can We Believe About 
Heaven and Hell? 

Religion and Health 

These are important topics. Indeed, 
we have thought so much of some of these 
that Dr. Foreman was given an assign- 
ment for the ‘‘How” series years ago and 
we continue to provide reprints on a dozen 
topics related to those above on prayer, 
Bible, worry and others. 

But, you will also notice, the Oak 
Park Methodists are greatly concerned 
with personal (their own) problems and 
not overly alive to the great pressures 
upon us today from mass movements and 
social forces with which we are compelled 
to deal. There’s not much on the list 
beyond the concerns of “‘me and my wife, 
my son, John, and his wife; us four and 
no more.” There is no Christian out- 
reach or missionary drive expressed- 
at least in these top-ranking interests as 
they were listed. 


The list is revealing. It shows areas 


where people feel their need of help. It 
should be given them. It also suggests, 
in addition, that they necd some expand- 
ed horizons. 


Not Good Enough 


It is refreshing and encouraging to 
read the frank reaction of many Metho- 
dists to the recent “John Wesley” film. 
The Michigan Christian Advocate reports 
what is happening. 

After a considerable build-up, 1,000 
people came to the First Methodist 
Church of Kalamazoo to see and be 
stirred by the story of Methodism’s 
founder. 

They went home disappointed and dis- 
illusioned; somewhat ashamed and em- 
barrassed, but not silent. The official 
board drew up a letter of criticism and 
sent it to headquarters. It said the copy 
of the film sent to Kalamazoo was faulty. 

3ut more that that, if the copy had been 

in first-rate mechanical condition, they 
thought the picture ought to be shown 
only “to thoroughly indoctrinated tradi- 
tional Methodists, and not to large com- 
munity groups.” 

They were disappointed as they tried 
to put it alongside the Martin Luther 
film, which has been widely acclaim- 
ed and viewed by an estimated 10,000,- 
000 persons in 3,000 theaters in this coun- 
try and Canada, with a gross of more 
than $2,000,000 (net: $700,000). 

No, said the Kalamazoo Methodists, 
“Let us not put out anything until we 
can be proud of the result.” 

This word needs to be said about many 
church efforts. The pity is that we too 
often condition ourselves to an inferior 
performance and expect nothing better. 


For Your Interest 

If you haven’t seen these recent items, 
you will find them to be of unusual in- 
terest: 

Christianity and Crisis, Jan. 24, with 
Reinhold Niebuhr’s Religiosity and the 
Christian Faith and other stimulating ar- 
ticles. 

The Reporter, Jan. 13, with three great 
articles, two of them by William Miller, 
Smith College professor: The Irony of 
Reinhold Niebuhr and Some Negative 
Thinking about Norman Vincent Peale; 
and William Harlan Hale’s Going Down 
This Street, Lord. 

The Chaplain, Feb. 1955, a special 
issue devoted to public worship, called, 
“A Refresher Course for Chaplains” and 
good for other churchmen. Articles or 
book excerpts by John R. Scotford, H. E. 
Fosdick, J. B. Pratt, W. L. Sperry, M. J. 
Creeger, John Newton Thomas, Henry 
Sloane Coffin. 

The Fellowship of Prayer, G. G. At- 
kins. For Lent, 1955. Theme: The Way 


of the Cross and the Crown. This is the 
37th year of this publication, available 
through the joint department of the Na- 
tional Council of Churches, 297 4th 
Ave., NYC 10, at 5¢ or $4 per 100. 

Social Progress, Jan. 1955. Special 
Race Relations Issue featuring Five 
Churches That Didn't Run. 15¢. With- 
erspoon Bldg., Philadelphia 7. 

You're a Member Now. By Roy L. 
Smith. Designed by Methcdists for new 
Methodists in an effort to aid in the as- 
similation process. At all Methedist 
Publishing House stores. 


History to the Taste 

American Heritage, published every two 
months, is setting a heady pace. With 
its second issue (hardbound and at $2.95 
or $12 a year!) it presents the American 
story as it has never been presented before 
on such a scale. 

The first issue of 80,000 copies has 
almost disappeared and the print order 
for the February issue was 92,500. 

Beautiful art reproductions feature the 
publication but basic to it is the stirring 
story of America’s past. 

Under the editorial direction of Bruce 
Catton. this effort will doubtless continue 
to maintain the standard it has already 
set for itself. 


GUEST EDITORS 


“Bible” Comics Are 
Not the Answer 


The idea that good comic books are a 
substitute for and will crowd out harmful 
comics has not worked out all these years. 
... To the extent that the Bible is great 
literature, the comic book format in all 
its ugliness destroys it. The Bible in 
balloons is sheer blasphemy. 

Comic books harm children’s reading 
by destroying the appreciation of good 
literature. Reading crime and _ love 
comics creates a taste for the cheap, the 
vulgar, the shoddy, the violent, the im- 
moral. More important, a whole series— 
Classics Illustrated—mutilates the good 
literature itself... . / All that makes a 
hook great is really left out. The child 
gets the idea that he has read classical 
literaure when in fact he has not. And 
he loses any taste even to read the real 
book. 

—FREDERICK WERTHAM, formerly di- 
rector of the Bellevue Hospital Mental 
Hygiene Clinic. From “The Curse of the 
Comic Books” in Religious Education. 


DANTE SAID IT... 


The hottest places in Hell 
are reserved for those who, ina 
period of moral crisis, maintain 
their neutrality. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 








not. 


T 


tor. 


chu 
and 
a tl 
chu 
of €c 
way 
if tl 
of f 
you 


of 


I'm 
out, 
the 
x 
T 
of < 
for 
Mat 
com 
belo 
not 
are 
chu 
ther 
clait 
the | 
the 
exce 
ly it 
a pc 
thei 
chur 
Som 
trad 
been 
can” 
was 


all t 


C 
Ss 
with 
chur 
some 
ough 
outs’ 
ruml 
the | 


jum 





vO 
th 


5 
re 


as 
ler 


he 


ng 


1ue 
dy 


Hell 
ina 
itain 


,0OK 





DEAD SPOTS 
By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 


‘|. who have ears to hear, but hear 
not.”’—Ezekiel 12:2. 


HE visiting preacher was being 
shown around the church by the pas- 
tor. 

“There are some dead spots in this 
church,” he said. “Behind this pillar, 
and that one over there, you can’t hear 
a thing. Also out in the middle of the 
church somehow there seems to be a kind 
of echo, the sound waves cancel out, any- 
way it’s a dead spot. Don’t be surprised 
if the people sitting there give you a kind 
of glassy stare as if they couldn’t hear 
you. They can’t.” 
~ “Can’t anything be done about it?” 

“Not without rebuilding the church, 
I'm told. The only thing is to get ’em 
out, or not let ’em sit there. But when 
the church is crowded you just can’t help 
ae 

That preacher was just saying in terms 
of acoustics what every preacher knows 
for a fact in terms of the listening mind. 
Many people who have enough religion to 
come to church, even religion enough to 
belong to it, sit in dead spots. They are 
not actually incapable of hearing, they 
are not abnormal or subnormal, but the 
church has dead spots and they sit in 
them. The message of the church is pro- 
claimed over their heads, the teaching of 
the church may reach others farther from 
the front seats, but it does not reach them 
except as a perhaps annoying and certain- 
ly incomprehensible noise. Sometimes it’s 
a post that cuts off the living truth from 
their ears. Sometimes the “pillars of the 
church” are the main obstacle to truth. 
Sometimes it is a pillar of old customs, 
traditions, prejudices, a pillar that has 
been there for generations, a pillar that 
can’t now be removed because the church 
was built on it; but it deadens the truth 
all the same. 


OMETIMES the trouble is echoes. 

What the preacher is saying battles 
with garbled echoes of it. What the 
church is saying is confused with what 
somebody thinks the church said, or 
ought to say. Sometimes echoes of the 
outside world get into the church and 
rumble around making dead spots where 
the truth of the divine Word gets all 
jumbled with the half-truths or false- 
hoods of the world’s words. 


favorite church paper. 
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Then sometimes the trouble is in the 
ceiling—-or more precisely, there is no 
trouble at the ceiling but it is so high 
that the people down under have trouble. 
The present writer, who is endowed with 
a voice no one could possibly envy, 
dreads speaking in churches with lovely 
lofty vaulted ceilings. Even much better 
speakers have difficulties filling the vaults 
and the ground floor too. If only it were 
a congregation of acrobats who would sit 
on the high rafters, no words would be 
lost. But no, they are down in the dead 
spots. 

So it is with the hearing of the mind. 
What the preacher is saying could very 
well be heard at higher levels, let us say 
by people with seven years of higher edu- 
cation, with post-graduate courses in 
existentialism and dialetics. But the 
congregation is not trained in such acro- 
batics; it sits on the ground floor. ‘The 
lofty ceiling, full of theological and 
philosophical overtones, swallows up the 
meaning the preacher is manfully trying 
to convey. 


OTHING can be done about this, 
the preacher said. You can’t cure the 
dead spots. You have to move the people. 
Certainly in the branch of the church to 
which this writer belongs, there are dead- 
spots. People in them do not hear the 
voice of Jesus, they do not hear the 
preacher, they do not even hear the 
church. Practical proposals which do 
no more than try to put into action the 
teachings of Jesus are strongly resisted; 
the teaching of Jesus has not been heard, 
and his name is invoked to silence his 
own commands. Preachers will espouse a 
good cause without ever carrying their 
people with them. It is interesting, but 
disheartening, to sit in a presbytery meet- 
ing as a vote on Union is taken, and hear 
from church after church a vote for Union 
from the minister, a vote against it from 
an elder who has been sitting in a dead 
spot. 
It is equally discouraging to compare 
a minister’s enthusiastic sermon on evan- 
gelism with the total disinterest in the 
matter shown by the members in the dead 
spots. 
Even the voice of the church, which 
may be quite loud, does not carry to the 
dead spots. The General Assembly may 
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and often does hold up a standard “to 
which wise and honest men may repair,” 
as George Washingtcn said; but some 
of the wise and honest sit tight. Where 
they sit, the voice of the church sounds 
like the voice of nonsense—or worse yet, 
it sounds like a Yankee accent. And it 
doesn’t mean a thing. 

Nothing can be done about it. No... 
not unless you move the people, and that 
can sometimes be done. So long as people 
insist on staying in the shadow of an 
ancient prejudice, so long as they sit 
where noises from the street interfere 
with the gospel’s joyful sound, so long 
as the preacher’s ideological ceiling is 
lost in semantic shadows, some people 
will never hear. 

Some don’t want to hear. They would 
rather stay where they are, in the old 
family pew, and complain about the 
acoustics. 


UT some will hear and be glad to 

hear, if they are given the chance to 
move. What they need is an invitation 
from those who sit in the better seats. 
Those who can hear better ought not to 
be critical of these others unless they 
have first given them an invitation to 
come up front. 

Instead of thinking, “You deaf, idiot, 
why do you come to church if you can’t 
hear?” it would be enormously helpful if 
those who occupy the live spots would 
say, “Come out from behind that pillar, 
brother, come out from your corner, sis- 
ter! Come sit where we sit and you can 
hear what we hear. Come hear what the 
Spirit is saying to the churches!” 
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N.C. CHURCHES ASKED TO 
WORK FOR INTEGRATED SCHOOLS 


CHARLOTTE, N.C. (kNS)—A_resolu- 
tion urging member churches to work 
toward an integrated school system was 
unanimously adopted by the North Caro- 
lina Council of Churches at its 18th an- 
nual meeting here. 

“The North Carolina Council of 
Churches has through the vears witnessed 
to the faith that all men are one in Christ 
Jesus by an inclusive membership that 
has not recognized any man-made bar- 
riers,” the re olution said. ‘Last year, 
in our annual meeting we, as a council, 
urged calmness and patience in anticipa- 
tion of the impending Supreme Court 
decision regarding segregation in the pub- 
lic schools. 

“Now that the Supreme Court has 
spoken, we urge that the churches as rep- 
resented in the council accept the decision 
of the court as the law of the land and 
endeavor as fully as possible, in the spirit 


of Christ, to realize an integrated school 
system.” 


H. Shelton Smith of Duke University 
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Divinity School, Durham, N.C., told the 
delegates that “Protestants must come to 
a fellowship of Christians which is be- 
yond race, class and denominations.” 

Another speaker, Mrs. W. Murdoch 
MacLeod, New York, general director of 
United Church Women, declared that 
“we must work across denominational, 
across racial lines, and across inter-faith 
lines.” 

Robert J. McCracken of Riverside 
church in New York said that three tasks 
facing Protestantism in American are: 
more unified efforts among the 256 de- 
nominations in doing things together; a 
need for Protestants to know more about 
their faith; and a need for Protestants 
to propagate the gospel and to set up 
teaching missions as well as preaching 
missions. 


Minnesota Presbyterians 
Buy Estate for Retreats 


GARRISON, MINN. (RNS)—The Presby- 
terian Synod of Minnesota has purchased 
a 612-acre wooded estate near here to use 
for camping, conferences and retreats. 

The property includes three and one- 
half miles of shoreline on Clearwater 
Lake. Among its buildings are a large 
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concrete and stone house, three stories 
high; a garage with apartment, a seven- 
room gate house, barn and storage build- 
ing. 

It is estimated that the residence will 
accommodate 150 guests for church con- 
ferences. It was purchased from the 
estate of the late John A. Savage, Duluth 
iron mining industry leader. 


Milwaukee Presbytery 
Condemns Bingo 


MILWAUKEE, Wis. (RNS)—Legalized 
bingo was condemned in a report adopted 
by the Milwaukee Presbytery at its meet- 
ing here. 

The presbytery opposed two measures 
filed in the Wisconsin legislature to au- 
thorize the playing of bingo for charity. 

The presbytery’s action was recommend- 
ed by the committee on social education 
and action. It warned against “the un- 
healthy consequences of gambling,” say- 
ing these are “not removed by the bless- 
ing of any church, nor by turning the 
proceeds over to charity.” 

The report charged that the proposed 
legislation ‘“‘would only confuse the pub- 
lic mind, and lead to a greater extension 
of the gambling spirit.” 


Niebuhr Sees Tide of 
Secularism Running Out 


MoNTREAL (RNS)—Richard Niebuhr 
of Yale Divinity School said here that 
the tide of secularism in the United 
States is running out and is being re- 
placed by a growing “interest in the 
Christian faith.” 

In an interview, the theologian said 
the revived interest in religion is express- 
ed on one level by the juke box tune, 
“Talking to the Man Upstairs,” and on 
another by a “kind of fright religion, in 
response to the feeling that we need re- 
ligion to preserve western civilization. 

“But there is something deeper too,” 
he added. “The people want to know 
about the meaning of life; the tide of 
secularism has run out.” 

He continued: ‘The church in Amer- 


ica has been, with all its wild diversity, 
very close to the people, much closer than 
in Europe. 

“There is a deeply religious strain in 
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American life. It is something that has 
always been there, and now it is com- 
ing to the surface.” 

Dr. Niebuhr noted that Protestant 
church membership in the U.S. has been 
increasing more rapidly than the popu- 
lation, and publishers are finding a wide 
market for religious books. 


Change in Climate 


climate” at Yale, where he is professor of 
theology and Christian ethics, and at 
other universities. 

“Students are interested in finding out 
more about theology,” he declared. ‘This 
can be seen in the development of de- 
partments of religion, the election by 
students of courses in religion, the ap- 
pointments of college chaplains.” 

He left here for Queen’s University, 








He said he “noticed a change in the 


__Kingston, Ont., after conferring for two 


days with officials of McGill University’s 
divinity faculty. Later he was to attend 
a survey-sponsored conference in Toron- 
to of theological colleges in Central 
Canada. 

The 14-month survey was set up by 
the American Association of Theologi- 
cal Schools “to gain something of an over- 
all picture of what is going on in theo- 
logical education in the United States 
and Canada. The report is due in 1956. 





Presbyterians, 


Christian 
Higher Education 
is our heritage 


From the time of the founding fathers, the 
Church has played a major role in higher edu- 
cation in our nation. Church-related colleges 
have produced a large share of our nation’s 
leaders in the fields of human service. The 
Presbyterian Church has always been noted 
tor its emphasis upon higher education. Today, 
in an era of huge state-controlled universities, 
the Presbyterian liberal arts colleges continue 
to perform a unique function in our society. 
Viewing Christianity as an integral part of all 
knowledge, providing well-rounded education 
with a concern for the individual, our colleges 
send forth young men and women filled with 
purposeful aims as well as knowledge. If we 
are to preserve this heritage for our children, 
we must build up our colleges to accept their 
share of the enormous growth expected in col- 
lege enrollment in the next few years. Many 
denominations, who in the past were less con- 
cerned than we, now exceed us in their contri- 
butions to higher education. 


awake, preserve our heritage! 
Know your colleges. 


Support your colleges. 
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Mary Baldwin 

Charles W. McKenzie, Pres. 
Staunton. Va. 

Montreat 

J. Rupert McGregor, Pres. 
Montreat, N. C. 
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| Wilbur La Roe Says: 


Attitude Toward Labor. A very 
successful businessman informs us that 
he attributes his financial success largely 
to his policy of taking a personal inter- 
est in the problems and in the welfare 
of individual employees. His personnel 
manager is instructed to deal with each 
employee “as an important member of 
our family.” He can cite innumerable 
instances where helping an employee 
with a personal problem has paid big 





aoe A 


*Pulpit and Choir- 
Headquarters for 
RELIGIOUS SUPPLIES 


Church Furniture - Stoles 

=i} Embroideries - Vestments 

=, 

ow Hangings - Communien 
Sets . Altar Brass Goods 


CATALOG ON REQUES 


~Tlational ==. 


TREET, PHILADE 








Fully accredited, 4-yr. Liberal Arts college 
for women. A.B. degree Broad curriculum, 
small classes, 14 majors, departmental, in- 
terdepartmental, and an independent ma- 
jor, including music, art, Bible, dramatic 
arts. Courses in nursery school education. 
112th year. Competitive scholarships. 
Catalog. 
MARY BALDWIN COLLEGE 
Dept. K,. Staunton, Va. 







dividends in plant morale and plant ef- 
ficiency. Christianity does work, even in 
the machine shop and in the boiler room. 


A Bad Separation. The chasm that 
separates the church from Labor is a bad 
one. One thing is sure. Many of the 
best labor leaders feel that the church 
gives them “a cold shoulder.” I have 
just talked with an officer of the C.I.O. 
who is a Presbyterian and who loves the 
church and who would give his right eye 
if the chasm could be bridged. He says 
that 85% of the C.I.O. leaders are “def- 
initely religiou-” and that 23% hold ac- 
tive positions in some church, such as 
elder, deacon, or teacher. Have we lay- 
men any more important duty than to trv 
to bridge this chasm? 


Was Jesus a Presbyterian? Dr. Ed- 
ward L. R. Elson told a distinguished 
congregation which included President 
Eisenhower that Jesus was not a Presby- 
terian, nor a Methodist, nor a Roman 
Catholic, nor an Episcopalian. Dr. EI- 
son’s penetrating sermon makes one won- 
der which church Jesus would join if he 
came here today. Would he be Presby- 
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terian, USA? My guess is that he would 
look sorrowfully at each of us so-called 
Christians and ask simply: ‘“Lovest thou 
me?” 


Manse ‘Hams’ Find 
Hobby Comes in Handy 


FLANDREAU, S. D. (RNs)—A _ hobby 
of Wesley J. Drummond, Presbyterian 
pastor here, and Mrs. Drummond came 
into practical use when Mrs. Drummond 
went to the hospital to give birth to a new 
baby boy. 

Both are amateur radio operators or 
“hams.” While Mrs. Drummond was 
in the hospital, she ran the household 
by radio, giving instructions like these: 

“Don’t forget to make up the beds this 
morning and, Darlene, be sure to wear 
your overshoes to school this morning.” 

The Drummonds have a mobile unit 
in their car so Mrs. Drummond also kept 
up a two-way conversation with the chil- 


. dren as they were being driven to school. 


Mr. Drummond’s call letters are 
WBWP. Like every ham, he has words 
to go with his call letters so that when 
interference is heavy the call letters will 
be distinguishable. 

When he gives his call over the air, it 
is usually accompanied with the words, 
“Big Windy Preacher.” 

Mr. Drummond says he leaves the ver- 
ification of that statement to his parish- 
ioners. 


IN HIM OF WHOM THEY 
HAVE NOT HEARD ?” 


THE SIMPLE ANSWER IS 
THEY CANNOT 
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The Church Proclaims the Gospel 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
Sunday School Lesson for February 27, 1955 
Romans 10:8-15; | Cor. 2:1-5 


In our present series of lessons we 
have thought about the Bible—the source 
of Christian teaching; about God— 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit; about man’s 
nature and need; about the grace of God 
and the new life in Christ which is avail- 
able to man; and about the church and 
its sacraments through which this grace 
becomes available. 

The great task of the church in every 
age is to proclaim this gospel that men 
everywhere may know. 

In the passage before us (Romans 
10:8-15) Paul speaks of four things: 


1. The Availability of the Gospel, 

Romans 10:68 

In these three verses Paul takes certain 
phrases found in Deuteronomy 30:12-13, 
which appears to have been a favorite 
passage with the Jews, and applies them 
very freely to the gospel. In the original 
passage the words had meant, “The Law 
which I command you is not far off; it 
is not in heaven, so that you will have 
to ask who will go up to bring it down 
for us; neither is it across the seas, so 
that you will have to send someone to 
bring it from a distance; on the contrary, 
it is very near, and not at all hard to 
attain.” 

That same thought, Paul suggests, can 
be applied to the gospel. There is no 
need to go up into heaven to bring down 
a Savior for mankind, for he has become 
man and dwelt among us. There is no 
need to search the deep:. for Christ, 
though crucified and buried, is risen from 
the dead. We do not need to search for 
saving truth about God, he continues in 
vs. 8; we do not have to work out our 
own salvation painfully and uncertainly, 
for both are freely offered to us in the 
gospel. The word of God is near. on 
our lips and in our hearts. And that 
word is the message of faith, the gospel, 
which we preach throughout the world: 
Believe and you will be saved. 

The fact is so familiar to us that we 
do not realize the wonder of it: the 
glorious fact that we do not have to seek 
God, but that he seeks us, that when the 
gospel is presented, his Spirit draws our 
hearts toward him, and that all we have 
to do is to open our hearts to him and 
to respond to his call. 

This leads Paul to consider: 


ll. The Fundamentals of the Gos- 
pel, Romans 10:9-10 
The power of the gospel lies in two 
facts; first, that Jesus is Lord. i.e., one 
who is divine, and therefore the sovereign 
of our lives; and second. that he has been 
raised from the dead; or. in other words, 
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in the reality of, first, the incarnation 
and, second, the resurrection. 

The gospel which we proclaim is based 
on the fact that in one supreme moment 
of human history God was uniquely 
present in the person of Jesus of Naz- 
areth, and that God revealed himself in 
him, as Divine Savior and Lord. The 
revelation of God in Christ, the redemp- 
tion of God through Christ, reached its 
climax in the resurrection. 

In the first of his notable series of 
commentaries, John Calvin wrote in ex- 
position of this passage: 

“Express mention is made only of 
Christ’s resurrection which must not be 
so taken as though his death was of no 
moment, but because Christ by rising 
again completed the whole work of our 
salvation; for though redemption and sat- 
isfaction were effected by his death, 
through which we are reconciled to God; 
yet the victory over sin, death, and Satan 
was attained by his resurrection; and 
hence also came righteousness, newness of 
life, and the hope of a blessed immortality. 
And thus is resurrection alone often set 
before us as the assurance of our salva- 
tion, not to draw away our attention from 
his death, but because it bears witness to 
the efficacy and fruit of his death; in 
short, his resurrection includes his death.” 

In addition, it is the resurrection which 
assures us that Jesus is a living Savior. 
To the first generation of believers and 
to all who have come after them, Jesus 
is not a figure of the dead past. He is 
a living Companion who guides them as 
they face life’s problems, who gives them 
courage and strength as they face the 
duties of life, who associates them with 
himself ‘in a fellowship dedicated and 
empowered to continue and vastly ex- 
tend the work which he had begun,” and 
who raises them to his own life with God. 

But if we are to realize the power of 
this gospel we must believe with our 
hearts and confess with our lips. In our 
speech today the heart stands for the af- 
fections or emotions. But to the Jews 
it represented the whole spiritual man— 
what we mean by heart and mind and 
will. Saving faith is not a matter of 
the intellect alone, believing something 
as true. It is not a matter of the intellect 
plus the emotions, being kindly disposed 
toward God and man; it involves intel- 
lect, emotions and will. We must believe 
of course, and we mut be kindly disposed 
toward God and man, but in addition 
we must trust and obev. As Herbert L. 
Willett once wrote: Believing with our 
hearts is “not a casual, ‘Sure, I know 
that,’ but a profound conviction that mo- 
tivates conduct.” 

We must believe with our hearts and 
confess with our lips. Why confess ? First, 


says James Hastings, in The Great Texts 
of the Bible, because, 


“Confession of faith is necessary to the 
salvation of others. It has pleased God 
to make the saving of men dependent on 
the work and activity of those who are 
already saved, and there is not a single 
part of that work more important or more 
fruitful in results than the open confes- 
sion ‘with the mouth’. .. . But the con- 
fession is also necessary to our own sal- 
vation. It is true we are saved by faith 
alone, but it is also true we are not saved, 
and cannot be saved, by faith that is alone. 
A faith kept to itself, confined within the 
soul, denied all expression, will soon cease 
to live. All deep emotion requires some 
kind of outward manifestation, or the 
emotion itself will die away. John Stuart 
Mill said that his father ‘starved his feel- 
ings by denying them expression,’ and 
what is true of human feeling is even 
truer of those more sacred feelings the 
heart has for Christ. To believe in Jesus 
and never to speak to any single soul 
about him, to lock up the secrets of faith 
in our own heart, is not only to imperil 
the salvation of others, it is to endanger 
our own.” 


Paul says, “If you confess with your 
lips that Jesus is Lord and believe in 
your heart that God raised him from the 
dead, you will be saved.” Salvation in 
the New Testament is a process that 
begins now and is completed in the life 
hereafter. The salvation that begins now 
is a salvation from sin, and also a salva- 
tion from anxiety, sorrow and fear. It 
means that we are growing in holiness 
and also that we are gaining more of that 
peace which the world cannot give and 
which the world cannot take away. The 
goal is expressed in Washington Glad- 
den’s great hymn: 

O Master, let me walk with Thee, 
In lowly paths of service free; 


Tell me Thy secret; help me bear 
The strain of toil, the fret of care. 


Help me the slow of heart to move 

By some clear, winning word of love; 
Teach me the wayward feet to stay, 
And guide them in the homeward way. 


Teach me Thy patience; still with Thee 

In closer, dearer company, 

In work that keeps faith sweet and strong, 
In trust that triumphs over wrong; 

In hope that sends a shining ray 

Far down the future’s broadening way: 

In peace that only Thou canst give, 

With Thee, O Master, let me live. 


Ill. The Universality of the Gospel, 

Romans 10:11-13 

In verse 11 Paul quotes from the Sep- 
tuagint translation of Isaiah 28:16 with 
the alteration of one very significant 
word. As Paul quotes the passage it 
reads, “No one who believes in him will 
be put to shame.” (rsv) In the KJV 
it reads, “Whoever believeth in him shall 
not be ashamed.” Paul add: the “No 
one” of the rsv or the “Whoever” of the 
KJv to underscore the point on which 
emphasis is now to be laid, the univer- 
salitv of the gospel, the fact that it is 
freely offered to all men without distinc- 
tion. 








“In the eyes of most of (Paul’s) con- 
temporaries,” writes Gerald R. Cragg 
(Interpreter’s Bible), the Jew and the 
Greek were divided at every significant 
point. Racially, culturally, and religi- 
ously there were distinctions between the 
two. Moreover both were proud races, 
and the differences between them pro- 
vided pretexts for recriminations. Ac- 
tually (says Paul) arrogant trust in their 
own heritage and contempt for the 
achievement of others are both beside the 
point.” 

“There is no distinction between Jew 
and Greek,” writes Paul, which to many 
of that day seemed as radical as it would 
if he had written to us, “There is no dis- 
tinction between American and Asiastic, 
or between Communist and non-Commu- 
nist, or between Negro and white.” In 
chapter 3 Paul had made this same state- 
ment, meaning that all are sinners in the 
sight of God. He uses it here to indicate 
that the same invitation is extended to 
them both, the same opportunity is open 
to all: “The same Lord is Lord of all 
and bestows his riches upon all who call 
upon him.” This, Paul adds, is in ac- 
cordance with the well known passage 
from Joel 2:32 which declares that 
“everyone who calls upon the name of 
the Lord will be saved.”’ 

And so today. All men have the same 
need, whether they are black or white, 
rich or poor, Americans, Russians or 
Chinese. Jesus is Lord of all and offers 
his riches to all who call upon him. To 
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all who call upon him. ‘This leads Paul 
to emphasize 


IV. The Obligations of the Gospel, 
Romans 10:14-15 


Everyone who calls upon the name of 
the Lord will be saved, and therefore, 
Paul concludes, the conditions of such 
invocation must be put within the reach 
of everyone. For men cannot call on him 
in whom they have not believed, and 
they cannot believe in him of whom they 
have not heard, and they cannot hear 
unless someone proclaims the good news, 
and men cannot proclaim the good news 
unless they are sent. There is no escape 
from Paul’s logic. It is our responsi- 
bility to see that men are sent to preach 
the gospel at home and abroad. We do 
this best as we support the total pro- 
gram of the church which provides for 
the support of the local church, for home 
missions and for world missions, for 
Christian education in all of its various 
aspects and for other phases of the 
church’s work, all of which are essential 
if men are to be won for Christ and 
trained in Christian living. But there 
is a further obligation laid especially 
upon the leaders of the church, but in a 
sense upon us all, to discover new and 
more effective means of presenting the 


gospel. World missions must be re- 
thought. New channels of communica- 


tion must be opened, at home and abroad. 


V. The Power of the Gospel, | Corin- 

thians 2:1-5 

Paul had founded the church in Co- 
rinth. Some time after his departure 
Apollos came to minister to the church. 
He was a more finished speaker than 
Paul, and it was not long before factions 
appeared in the congregation, some hold- 
ing to Paul, others to Apollos, others 
still to Peter, who had also visited the 
church. Paul writes to remind them that 
Christ is not divided, and that therefore 
the church, which is the bodv of Christ, 
dare not divide (I Cor. 1:10-13). We 
preachers, savs Paul, are used bv Ged 
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in the founding and in the building of 
the church, but we have no power in our- 
selves, the power comes from God 
(3:5-9), 

To drive home this point Paul re- 
minds them of how God has worked 
through him in the founding of the 
church: “When I came to you brethren, 
I did not come proclaiming to you the 
testimony of God in lofty words or wis- 
dom (i.e., in impressive, high-sounding 
phrases, or in the scientific or philosophic 
terminology of the day). For I decided to 
know nothing among you except Jesus 
Christ and him crucified.” He does not say 
that I determined to know nothing among 
you but Christ’s death, to preach nothing 
but the atonement. He says, “I deter- 
mined to know nothing among you except 
Jesus Christ, that Jesus who died on the 
cross and who was raised from the dead.” 

Paul’s words do not mean that min- 
isters today are to present the gospel 
without literary adornment, or without 
relation to the thought of the day. They 
do indicate that the message in every 
“ge must center on the crucified and risen 
Christ. 

“IT was with you in weakness and in 
much fear and trembling.” Paul con- 
tinues. Some of us may be encouraged 
to know that Paul was afraid at times, 
and that his knees were knocking as he 
spoke. There was reason for him to be 
uneasy when he came to Corinth. His 
experience in Athens had been none too 
happy. The intelligentsia of that great 
university center has laughed at him 
when he preached Jesus risen from the 
dead (Acts 17:22ff.). And Corinth was 
a great city, known through the empire 
for its wordliness and immortality 

“My speech and my message,” Paul 
recalls, “were not in plausible words 
of wisdom, but in demonstration of the 
Spirit and power, that your faith might 
not rest in the wisdom of men but in the 
power of God.”’ As Godet comments: Paul 

“was not ignorant that a faith, founded 

on logical arguments, could be shaken by 
other arguments of the same nature. To be 
solid, it must be the work of the power of 
yod, and in order to be that proceed from 
a conviction of sin, and a personal ap- 
propriation of salvation which the spirit of 
God alone can produce in the human soul. 
The preacher's task in this work lies not 
in wishing to act in the place and stead 
of the Spirit with the resources of his 
own eloquence and genius—but in open- 
ing the way for him by simple testimony 
rendered to Christ.” 

Many who read these words will feel 
that they cannot present Christ in any 
convincing way to their fellowmen. We 
forget that a simple, heartfelt testimony 
is often more effective than the most elo- 
quent and scholarly address. Men believe, 
in the last analysis. because of the dem- 
onstration of the Spirit and power, first 
in the lives of others and then in their 
own lives. 

Lesson topic and Scripture selections copyrighted by 
the Division of Education. National Council of Churches 
Scripture quotations from the Revised Standard Version. 
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BOOK NOTES 


NOTABLE novels of 1954 listed by the 

American Library Association are these 
four: The Dollmaker, Harriette Arnow; 
The View from Pompey’s Head, Hamil- 
ton Basso; Away All Boats, Kenneth 
Dodson; and Fall of a Titan, Igor Gou- 
zenko. 





* * * 


MEANWHILE the gold medal of the 
National Book Awards committee for 
the best American novel of the year went 
to William Faulkner for A Fable. 
. = @ 
SELECTED, illustrated foreign chil- 
dren’s books can be purchased by li- 
braries and schools through the Package 
Library of Foreign Children’s Books. In- 
formation: Mr. Fabio Coen, 69-41 Gro- 
ton St., Forest Hills, Long Island, NY 
J. 
: 2 * 
NEW issue: “Books for You” with a 
1954 supplement; for senior high 
school use by the National Council of 
Teachers of English, 704 S. 6th St., 
Champaign, III. 
* 


* * 


THE MESSAGE OF CHRISTIANITY. By 
Peter H. Monsma. Bookman Associates, New 
York. 124 pp., $2.75. 

This is a clear, winsome statement of 
the Christian faith by one who knows his 
way around intellectually. All of the 
rubrics of the faith—God, the nature of 
man, sin, Christ, the way of salvation, 
the Kingdom of God, man’s destiny— 
are treated in brief chapters which com- 
bine freshness of approach and aware- 
ness of modern thought with a warm loy- 
alty to the substance of traditional views. 
The author casts his thought in an appeal 
to the reason, and the appeal is enhanced 
by a charming use of the imagination, 
as when he describes the situation Jesus 
faced in the synagogue at Nazareth: “In 
his audience are grey-haired and heavily 
bearded men as well as clean-shaven 
youths and children. There is Naphtali, 
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WORLD TOUR—Three representatives of the United Council of Church 
Women will leave Los Angeles Feb. 18 on a two-months air tour “to create 


greater unity in fellowship and prayer among Christian women.” 


Three of 


those making the trip are shown above (left to right): Mrs. David D. Baker, 


New York, editor of The Church Woman; Felicia Sunderlal 


, Dehra Dun, 


India; and Mrs. James D. Wyker, Columbia, Mo., UCW president. Eugene 
Carson Blake, Presbyterian USA Stated Clerk and president of the National 


Council of Churches, points to areas they will visit. 


Mrs. W. Murdoch 


MacLeod, New York, UCW general director, stands with them. —RNS Photo. 


the baker; Gad, the keen-eyed merchant; 
Simeon, the hunchback; Bartholomew, 
the patriarch; and towards the rear Laza- 
rus, the beggar—familiar faces all.” 
Then, farther along, he describes how the 
remarks of Jesus affected each one of 
these members of the audience. The 
main objective of the book appears clear- 
ly in the caption of the concluding chapter 
of only four pages, “Why Be a Chris- 
tian?” 

The book may be graded college-level, 
although bright high school students will 
find it stimulating, and any layman with 
intellectual interests rewarding. Indeed, 
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preachers and teachers may learn from 
it good ways of presenting ancient truths 
to medern minds. 

M. WILLARD LAMPE. 
(Professor Emeritus State University of 
Iowa and recently exchange director, 
School of Religion University of Hawaii) 
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CHANGES 

Dan H. McCown from Bridgeport, Texas, 
to First church, Keytesville. Mo. 

John Hubert Johnston, formerly of 
Victoria, Va., is now associate pastor of 
Bream Memorial church, Charleston, 
W. Va., 406 Randolph St. 

Lyman R. Hartley, New York City, re- 
tired recently as chaplain at the Colum- 
bia-Presbyterian Medical Center. 

Lyman R. Hartley, Jr., of New York, 
is now assistant minister of the First 
church, Yonkers, N. Y. 

Richard P. Hayes, formerly of Glen 
Alpine, N. C., has become pastor at Iron 
Gate, Va. 

Robert F. Paxton, Jr., formerly of the 
Unionville (USA), Pa., church, has be- 
come pastor of the Milton (U.S.), W. Va., 
church. 

W.Knight Thompson, Wagram. N. C., 
has accepted a call to the Nitro, W. Va.. 
church, 

Sidney J. Venable, Colora, Md., pastor, 
has become the first general presbyter 
of New Castle Presbytery, the oldest 
presbytery in America. 

Robert C. Duhs, who has been assistant 
pastor of the First church (USA), Taco- 
ma, Wash., has become pastor of the 
Westminster church (U.S.) in Vicksburg, 
Miss., 3713 Halls Ferry Road. 

Joseph W. James, formerly of Odessa, 
Mo., has been installed as pastor of the 
Second church, Oklahoma City, Okla., 
1008 N. McKinley St. 

James L. Doom from Hartsville, S. ( 
to 200 Rice St., Hamlet, N. C. 

G. Fenton Miller, Loris, S. C., who de- 
mitted the ministry six years ago. has 
returned to it and has become pastor of 
the Pawley’s Island and_  “Friendfield 
churches, Box 64, Pawley’s Island, S. C. 

Robert G. Balnicky, Troy, N. C., will 
become pastor at Ocean Drive Beach, 
S. C., February 15, serving also in four 
neaiby churches. 

Clarence M. Bassett from missionary 
furlough, Austin, Texas, to Gomez Farias 
5. Mexico 21, D. F., Mexico. He is teach- 
ing in the Presbyterian seminary and 
supervising, for this year, the Presby- 
terian USA center for university students 
in Mexico City. Forty-five students live 
at the center while attending varions in- 
stitutions of higher learning. The H. E. 
Rossers, now on furlough, usually super- 
vise the center. 

Elo L. Henderson recently began his 
work as field director under the Presby- 








terian, 


USA, Board of Christian Educa- 
tion and the National Board for the Sy- 
nod of Catawba. He lives in Charlotte, 
N. C., where he has been pastor of the 
Grier Heights church. 


I. M. C. & W. C. 

Norman Goodall, London secretary of 
the International Missionary Council, 
has been named the first full-time secre- 
tary of the Joint Committee of the I. M. C. 
and the World Council of Churches. He 
will begin his work in April. Henry P. 
Van Dusen, president of Union Seminary, 
New York, is the new chairman of the 
joint committec. 


MARRIED 

Robert A. Morgan, pastor at Eveleth 
and Gilbert, Minn., and Honoria Wilson 
were married in New Rochelle, N. Y., 
January 15. 


R. E. W. SPEAKERS 

Leaders of Religious Emphasis Week 
at Presbyterian College, S. C., Feb. 2%- 
Mar. 4 will be Ben L. Rose, Bristol, Va.; 
F. B. Mayes, N. Charleston, S. C.; C. E. 
Piephoff, College Park, Ga.; and Edward 
Watson, Atlanta. 

Darel McFerren, Hasting College 
(Neb.) professor, recently took part in 
Religious Emphasis Week at South Da- 
kota State College in Brookings. 


25 YEARS 

Stuart R. Oglesby and Mrs. Oglesby 
were recently honored by the congrega- 
tion of Central church, Atlanta, Ga., upon 
the completion of 25 years of service 
there. 


INJURY 

James A. Millard, Jr., Austin Seminary 
professor, together with his wife and two 
chiidren were injured in an automobile 
collision recently. Though serious in- 
juries were received by both Dr. and 
Mrs. Millard, they are reported as mak- 
nz sitistactory progress. 


NATIONAL COUNCIL 

Floyd Shacklock, former Methodist 
missicnary to Japan, has entered upon 
his new duties as executive secretary of 
the Committee on World Literacy and 
Christian Literature of the National 
Council of Churches, succeeding Alfred 
D. Moore. Dr. Shacklock has been pro- 
fessor of missions at Drew Seminary. 


DEATHS 

Owen Hutchison, 46, pastor of the Sil- 
verlake church, Los Angeles, Calif., died 
Jan. 24, following a year’s illness and 
major surgery. He was a graduate of 
the University of Texas, McCormick 
Scminaly and served as a chaplain dur- 
ing World War Il. 

Thomas H. Mitchell, 65, 
died Dec. 8. 
Presbyterian 
ch orch. 
lehem 


Cary, N. C., 
Coming from the Orthodox 
Church into the U. S., 
h’s last pastorate was at Beth- 
Peachland and Polkton, N, C. 
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MINISTERIAL RELATIONS 

H. Grant Mason, pastor of Second 
church, Tulsa, Okla., has been named 
assistant executive secretary of the Preg- 
byterian, USA, Department of Ministerig] 
Relations. Howard L. Hamilton is see 
retary. The office is at 3392 N. High St, 
Columbus, Ohio, 


Dr. Mott Dies at 89 


John R. Mott, 89, most widely known 
Christian layman and an honorary presi- 
dent of the World Council of Churches, 
died at his home in Orlando, Fla., Jan, 
31. Dr. Mott helped organize the World 
Student Christian Federation in 1895 
and served as its general secretary until 
1920, its chairman until 1928. He was 
awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 1946 
and many other tokens recognizing § his 
service. 

Mr. Mott helped found the _ Interna- 
tional Missionary Council in 1910, co 
ordinating the work of 300 missionary 
agencies. He was the IMC chairman 
until 1942 and the honorary chairman 
since. 

He was long the general secretary of 
the national council and the international 
committee of the Y.M.C.A. and, until his 
death, honorary president of the world’s 
alliance of YMCAs. 
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